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T will not be dere at the Church of Rome was once: 
6 | a moſt pure, exce lent, ouriſhing and Mother * Church. 
mary ID» 


This Church co { to be ſuch, byt ſheg fall 
Win 5 


Es Tia > » y 
p: 436. Fn, 9; that t tinech of Rome had EVeT ſuch a 1, or fell thus. 


*Rom. 1:8 8. 


As a tenpunein go the Faith T Chriſt, 
ks vey. wh Title" to Chittia nity : No Man will 


il. Hereſte oF ons ivate and ſingular Opi- 
fr to.nion, or he hs alt £-cr ah 1 the general approved 


the Do TT EEFSN 
rgent. | If*the Eh rch TF ; did* ever- flere \ to any ſingular or 


new:Opinio ifagrecable to the common received Doctrine 
In his & D. of the Chriſtian World, T pray ſatisfie me as to theſe particu- 
Sand, lars, viz. { 
2Demonſt. 1, Þy.y what General Council was ſhe ever condemned ? 
" aing, 10. het, - 2-Which of the Fathersever writ agdinſt her ?. Or,7 
3 _ 3. By what Aﬀhocity was ſhe otherwiſe reproved{ For, 
Rents [6 ſeems to me a —_— incongruous, that ſo great a 
bs = = Church ſhould be condemned by every one that hath a mind 
uſt- "O. condemn her... 
HL.-Schifm is'a departure or diviſion from the Uniff'SF the 
Church, whereby the-Band and*Communion held: with ſome 
$ mer Ehurch, is broken and diſſolved. 
If ever the Church of Rome divided her felf by Schiſin from 
20x other Body.of faithfull Chriſtians, or brake Communion, 
; or went forth from'the'Society of any. Elder Church: I pray 
' | _ Jatisfie me as to-theſe -particutars:- 
be. As Whoſe Gompany did ihedeave ? x: OOTY, 
.. 12. From what Body did: ſhe: go\forth ? + ©, 4 
3. Where was the true Church which ſhe forſook?. _ : 
For it appears a little ſtrange to me, that a Chutch ſhould be 
accounted. Schiſmatical , when. there cannos be aſſigned pol 
other Church different From .her, (which from Age.to Age 


; Chriſt his t time: hath continued viſihle,} onflence 
eparted. 
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To my honoured Friend, Mr. S. B: 


Had no ſooner peruſed the Paper which'I received” 
from you, but I perceived that it was-pennd.- 
for the fake. of ſuch; as either are not well ac- 
quainted with the matters in: Controverſie by- 
twixt us and the Church of Rome, or. with: the - 


Way and Method of arguing..' To ſuch as theſe they are 


wont to pretend high: To thoſe that are ignorant of the 
former, they talk of Antiquity and Univerſality;- and to - 
ſuch as are unskilfull in the latter ,. of Demonſtrations, . 
and ſelf-evident Principles, | of Axioms and Definitions. 
But all this is mere flouriſh of: Words; for if theſe things . 
come ſtrialy: to be examined, inſtead of Antiquity. we 
ſhall too frequently find Forgery and Impoſture; inſtead 
of :the Catholick Church, the Church of .Rowe; inſtead 
of Demonſtrations and Definitions; -Sophiſtry and Falla- 
etous Arguments. And after this: train is: this-Paper - 
wrote, -in which things are ſo artificially mingled, that 
they look very ſpeciouſly to: thoſe that do not under- 
ſtand.them;. and are fa well fitted to work upon the - 
eaſie, the ignorant, and inconſiderate, that after it had : 
beeniprinted, as I perceive; long fince in Fiat. Lux, it 
is again ſingled out,. to be put into the. Hands of ſuch as 
they have a deſign upon. But I ſhall endeavour to un« 
ravel it, and hope, by that time that I have done, that 
whit: is therein-laid: willappear to be wholly inſufficient - 
toljuſtifie their Church , and:acquit it of thoſe Crimes + 
it.1s. charged with:, ' And _ I ſhall doe by w— 
| E © Firft,.. 


| (89 - 
Firſt, That the whole is falſe. _ I 
Secondly, That the particulars are very fallacious, 


"The former T ſhall make 'good by theſe following 
Conſiderations: _ | | 
I. That a Church may fall from what it once was. 
IT. That the Church of Rome is not now what it was 
in Apoſtolical and Primitive times; when it might moſt 
of all pretend to be (as he calls it) a moſt pure, excelent, 
- -UI. That the alteration from what it was then, to 
what it is now, is to the worſe; and that it is thereby 
If theſe Pn ions be proved, then the way taken 
by our Authour will ſignife nothing; ſince it will not 
be worth the while to enquire how it is, whether it be 
fallen by Apoſtafie, Heretie, or Schiſm, when it is de- 
monſtrable that fo it is, that it is fallen. | 
I. That a Church may fall from what it once was; 
that's, from its primitive Purity and Simplicity in Faith 
and Manners, 3s evident to any that will read the Scrip- 
tures, and mind what is therein faid of the Churches of 
the Fews, Sardis and Laodicea; or that are acquainted 
with Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory. And this they of the Church 
of Reme are bound to grant; who muſt acknowledge, 
according to their own Principles, that we once were a 
Church, when in their Communion; and that call us 
- EY cal, Heretical, and what not, ſince we have for- 
en It. 
H. That the Church of Rome is not now what it was 
in Apoſtolical and Primitive times, but is changed in 
Principles and Practice. 
_Firfll, In Principles, as, 
. T. That the Pope is Chriſt's Vicar; that is, that he is 
the Univerſal Paſtor over Chriſt's Flock, and hath a Ju- 
ridiction over all Churches whatſoever, is a new _ 
ple. 


#2 8 


© ple, | This the Scripture (which the Church of Rewe of 


old uſed to appeal to) is fo far from giving any Counte- 
nance to, that our Saviour expreſly cautions the Apoſtles 


”_=_ any fuch Uſurpation Luk. 22. 25, When 


was a ſtrife among them, which of them ſhould be 
accouvied the greateſt; he faid unto them, The Kings of 
the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip over thew, &c. but it 
ſhall uot be ſo : but he that is the greateſt [or will be great, 
Mark 10. 43.) among you, let him be as the your 
ger, GC. and in the 3o.v. ſaith, ye ſhall it upon twelve. 
Thrones, Gc. not preferring one before the other. And 
leſt what he had CY ſpoke to Peter, Mat. 16.19. 
Whatſoever thou ſhalt bind an Earth, ſhall be bound in. 
Heaven, &c. ſhould be miſconirued, he doth give. the 
ſame power to the reſt of the Apoſtles, both betore his 
Death, fat. 18.18: and alfo after his Reſurre&ion, Job. - 
20-23. Andif we would underſtand the fenſe of Anti- 
quity, as to this matter, I know no ſurer nor ſhorter 


way, than to ſee what is faid by the Councils; for then - 


the Fathers may be ſuppoſed to ſpeak moſt impartially 
and with greateſt authority ; and of this 1 fall pintTCe ; 
2 brief Account. The fft general Council was that of 
Nice, called by Conftantine the Great, .and held A4v. 325... 
whych in the Canon doth thus decree, 7hat.the Bz- 
yo bh Akxandria,” and accordingly of Antioch, and of 
r Provinces, fhould bave power over their: awn Pro- 
viaces, according t0 ancient Cuſtome, and the Cuſtame in that - 
caſe of the Charch of Rome; and that none fhuuld invade - 

the Privileges of each otber. The fame is ſaid and con- 
firmed in the ſecond Canon of the ſecond general Coun- - 
cl held at Conftantinaple by: the of Theodoftus + 
the Emperour, 4. 380. And farther ratified by the third : 
general Council at Epheſus, in the Year 431. Cav. 8... 

If we go forward, we fhall find that it was farther de- 
creed in the aboveſaid Council of Con/tavt ivople, Can. 3. . 

That the Biſhop of Conſtantinople /bould bave — 
of 7 


| (4) 

of Primacy:next-to. the Biſhop of Rome, 'becauſe-it us New. 
Rome. And whart:is thereby to'be underſtood, 'is faff- 
ciently declared in the 28th Canon of the Fourth Gene- 
ral Council aſſembled at Chalcedon, An. 451. in which 
it is decreed, That the. Church of. Conſtantinople*/Bould 
have equal Privileges with that of Rorne, there-bring-the- 


ſame Reaſon for that as the other, as it was the Imperial 


'+ L. 2. de 
Rom. Pon. 


Cap. 24+ 


Can, 3ls » 


Seat: and accordingly is there a po Inſtance pi- 
ven in caſe of Appeals, Cax. 9. From this Jurifdiction 
which every Church had .over -its own Members, 'pro-, 
ceeded other Canons; as, That thoſe who were excluded 
the Communion of one Church, ſhould not be received by ano- 
ther ; ſo Can. 5. of the aforeſaid Council of Nice. That 
»o Appeals ſhould be made to foreign or tranſmarine 
Churches ; ſo the Council heldat Mews in Africa, (where 
S. Auguſtine was preſent, ) 4.416. Can. 22-. which Ca- 
non FBe/armine confeſſeth was made with a particular 
reſpe&t to Rome. To the ſame _ the ſixth Coun- 
cil held at Carthage, Av. 420, (in which alſo S. Mapyſine 
wand a Decree*. From all which you may obſerve; 
x. That the Biſhop of Rome: had anciently a limited Ju- 
riſdiction, it. was over his own Province onely. 2. That 
the Juriſdiftion which he had -over his own Province 
was ſuch as all other Supreme Biſhops had over theirs. 
3. That none had a power to tranſgreſs the ancient and 
ttled bounds. of Juriſdiction, or to. invade thoſe of ane- 
thers. 4. That the Honour given to the Biſhop of Rowe 
(whatever priority it was that he had) was not by any 
Divine Authority , but as Rome was the Imperial Seat. 
5. That the Honour.and Privilege which it had by that 
means, was what another was capable of; for the ſame 
was given to Conſtantinople.. 6. That none of theſe De- 
crees.in'thoſe General Councils were ever oppoſed by the 


-Chureh of Rome, *till the Council of Chalcedon. 7. That 
at ithat, time the. pretences of the Pope's Legates were 


univerſally oppoſed: and rejected. - And I may add, 
| 8. That 


JMI 


Council of Trent, _in Sefſ. 25. de reform. c. 19. where it 


(s) 


$. That what was at any time in thoſe days claimed by 


. the Church of Rome, was claimed not upon any Divine 


Authority, but onely uponthe Authority of the Council 
of Nice, (as it: appears from the tranſattions in the afore; 
cited Council of Carthage.) 'g: What was then claimed 
under that pretext, was upon-a pretended, if not a forged, 
Canon of the Council of Nice, which was dereted fo to 
be by that Council of Carthage, and their Uſurpation re- 
jeaed,' as is evident from'the Acts of that. Council, and 
the Epiſtle written by the Fathers there aſſembled; to 
Pope Gel/eſtine upon it.+ © © ng: 
From all which it appears ( and more I'could ſhew) 
that there was no ſuch thing originally, as this Univer- 
fal Paſtorſhip; which the Biſhop of. Rowe doth now | 


ow 


challenge, and'that Rome is therein changed from what 
it was. vs 
And now let our Authour ask (if he pleaſe) y what 


[Councils was the Church of Rome ever condemned > And 


you may anſwer, by the four firſt general Councils, Let 
him ask again, Which of the Fathers ever wrote againſt 
her 'And you -may anſwer, no leſs than.1068. tor fo 
many were then convened in all theſe four Councils. 
And if this ſuffice not, we may turn him.to the Goun- 
cils of -Mzilevis and Carthage before mentioned, and'to 
others alſo of good Authority, beſides particular Fathers. 
I have been the longer upon this, not onely becauſe it 


_ could not be well compriſed in leſs, but alſo becauſe if - 


this Claim of theirs fall, their Cauſe muſt fall with ir. 

2. Another new —_—_— theirs is, That the Pope 
hath ar leaſt, i» or dine ad Spiritualia, a Power over all 
Kingdoms within-the Church, and of depoſing Kings in 
caſe of Hereſie, or Obſtinacy, &c. and of abſolving Sub- 
jects from their Allegiance to them: when thus depoſed. 
That this-is the Principle of their Church is plain from. . 
Cax.3. of the.Fourth Council of Lateras, and from the 


IS 
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is formewhat covertly expreſſed, for a. Reaſon which the 
ſtate of Aﬀairs at A time made neceſlary. That this is 
* the Dodtrine of their Church, is proved beyond all con- 
tradition, by the preſent Lord Biſhop of Zixcoly, in his 

kte Learned Treatiſe Of Popery, &c. © 
But that this Doctrine of theirs. is #ew, 1s commonly 
confeſſed among themſelves, 3nd maintained fo to be by 
ſeveral of their own Communiog, and which any one 
may-ſo far receive fatisfaction.in, from what is written 
y Roger Widdrington ( alias Preſton ) in his Apologia pro 
ure Principum, and his ZHumilina Supplicatio ad Paw 


lum he, rx © BY 
- 3- Tranſubſtantiation was not originally an Article of 
their Creed, as.it is now. So. it is faid by Jo. 17ibary, 


*Camment. #20 approved Authour of theirs, /» primitiva Ecclefia de. 


in 4 Sent. 


Scott L a ſubfantia det erat, Exc. It was of the ſubſtance of Faith 
Diſt. 11. in the primitive Church, to believe that the Body of Chriſt 
Nt: > was contained under the ſpecies of Bread and Wine; but it 
42. Set. p 
was not of Faith, that the ſubſtawce of the Bread fhould 
be turned into the Body of Chriſt, and upon Conſecration 
Rhould not be Bread, For, ſaith he, this mas not found out 
by the Church till the time of Innocent the Third, in the 
+ Com. in Council of Lateran, where many Truths that before lay bid 
4- Sent. p are explained in the Chap. of Firmiter'Credimus, 4 
oy =—_ which, this of Tranſubſtantiation is the chief. So alſo faith 
and p.142+ Peter Tataret}. And. this Was the Opinion of Scotus*, 
5s 8 -" Schoolman. 
diſt. 6.2, Now it is ſuppoſed that Scores, who lived within 150 
SS. ad ar- Years after , muſt better underſtand what was the Do- 
ima & <xrine of their Church before it, and what was the ſenſe 
«&/t.10.4.2. Of that Council runny, than he that comes about 
rom ua 450 Years after, and chides. him for fo doing, with a 
f Belle winime —— | | 
9-3 4 , The DoQtrine of Infallibility, reſpeting their 
- — Church as the Seat of it, was not anciently known, nci- 
ther claimed by themſelves, nor granted by others. 


Amoneg(t 
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(7) 
Amongſt all the direQions given in'Seriptare for findin 
out the. truth, there is pen: word to this apaſe: 
and among(t all the Diſputes in the Primive Church, 
we find no ſuch courſe taken for the final determination 
of them, as the having recourſe to the Apaſtokas! Chair 
of Rome. Hereſies| were not then ſa ſcarce, nor the 
confutation of them ſo eafie, as that this reket ſhould be 
forgotten. And it ſeems they themſelves: did then as 
little underſtand their own Privileges, as they did the 
nciples. of Faith; for this was never ſo much as 
thought of, in all thoſe Councils which were called on 
purpoſe Li the _— Herelies, En the 
Legats Pope WETC- t:- Nay to this very 
they are at a loſs where to go for it, whether to the 
Bowe, or a Council, or borh, or Tradition, or the Col 
tive Body of Chriſtians; that is, they know not whe- 
ther to give-up the Cauſe or to maintainit. I muſt-con- 
fels, if I ſhould hear a perſon ſolemnly declare, that he 
hath Treaſure enough in his poſſeſſion to enrich thewhole 
World, and ſhould gravely invite all perſons ito addreſs 
themſelves to.him, but in the mean time perceive(though 
he hath been of the farne Mind for feveral Years,) that 
he can neither tell where it is, nor s he and his Family 
for all this the. xicher, or in a better condition than 
other. Folk, I ſhould:'vehemently faſpet him either to be 
a notorious Impoſtor,;.or periect!Lunatick, ' And when 
we hear the Church of Rowe Soong ok its 
own Infallibility, but find withall that ſhe knows not 
where to.fxx it, and that. its ruptures 2gd differences are 
in the: mean time. as great ;as in, other-! a 
what are never endediby the way-it pretepds 19, -but:by 
plain downright force, 1 cannot for my ; heart but; think 
there is for the. part more of Intereſt than Reaſon 
in the Caſe, and what, ghey themſelves.do rather liverby . 
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But in my mind there is no better Evidence that this 


is-zew, than that it's falſe; and no better evidence that 


it is falſe, than that' it hath miſtaken. Of which, be- 
fides what hath been, or ſhall be farther 'ſaid of atterati- 
ons in that Church, I ſhall give you two plain'Inſtances, 
The Council of 7rext + faith, that Zradztions are to be 


received with equal reverence as the Scriptures; and Mal. 


donat * tells us, that 7 he giving the Eucharift to Children, 
was a Tradition in the Church for 600 Tears after Chriſt ; 
which is now condemned (as he ſhews) by the Council of 
Trent. Again, S. ZeromÞ faith, that the Latine Church 
then did not receive the Epiſtle to the Hebrews amon 
the Canonical Scriptures: But that is now taken into the 
number by them, and required fo to be under an Anathe- 
ma,/ Sef. 4. Decr.x. Conc. Trid. Now Infallibility and Fal. 
kbility are contradiQory, and'if that Church hath erred, 
fas erred ſhe hath) then ſhe cannot be infallibile, and fo 
conſequently the Infallibility of the Church of Rome was 
not'the Principle of the Primitive Church of Rome. 
''-F-could ſhew as much of Novelty ini'the Do&trines of 
Indulgenees, Purgatory, the Maſs's being a Propitia- 
tory Sacrifice, and of no Salvation out of the Romifh 
Church, &c. but what I have faid I think is ſufficient. 


 Secondly,, The Alterations are as'great iri poirit of 


 Pradtice; the Church of Rowe differs therein aS'much 


from what ſhe'originally was: ' AG,” 0 10 
' I. The keeping the Sctiptures'afd publick Service ir 
an unknown Tongue, 'is new. The firſt is evident from 
the Tranflations of the Scripture into ſeveral-Lanpuapes, 
and eſpecially into' the Latine;'q at that 'titne's v 
Tongue) of which nofufficient "Reaſon 'can'be giver; 
_—_ gh uſe of thoſe _ underſt90d not the 

iginats. '' The Hitter is not one y clear from's Cor,'14. 
that the cuſtome of the Peoples ſaying Amen, that” is*to 
whit they underftood;]<us they 44 in the Apoſtles time, 


COH> 


'&g) 
continued: long, in the Weſtern as well as Eaſtern Church. 

... 2. Worſhipping of Images, which was firſt eſtabliſhed 

in the ſecond: Council at. Nice; -but .is: fo different from 
andcontrary:to the.praftice of thePrimiitive Church, thar 
Cefſander + (an Authour of theirs) faith, that.the Che: + Coſulr. 
ſtians had' not then, ſo much as Images initheir Churches ; bu. chk 
-and doth farther deglare from Origen, that the Ancients M 
.ab omni veneratione (the very word uſed: by. the Council 

of Trent, Seſſ.2.5. decret.. de Invocat.) tmagimum abharru- 

erknt, that all Veneration of: them:was:gbhorred.;;| To 

this I refer; the warſhipping -of [Saints ,;which-:was ſo 

little thought of, that many. of the: Fathers did. not 
think. that the Souls of; any: ſhould: enjay: the beatifick 
'Vifion,. and :be 1n-a-ſtate: of ;happineſs till the-Reſurrec- 

tion, as Stapieton Ec doth ſhew:. And: tr: {ſegms, Adt; to * Defenſ. - 
have: been/af Artiels-ob Faith-in/rhe' time:cither 0f.Zom- £5 con 
. bard or Scotas, the fornier of which ſaithf-2r's not acre: 1. r. c. 2. 
' dible the Saints-do hear what.we ſay ; and the latter * that 7o7-r- 
it's. probable God deth.reveal our. prayers that.are offered + sem.1.4. 
-wnto them. 1 _ then the DaQtrine;oh probability.one- df 45; 
; ly; but. now all'are required to: believeritunderian Ana- ,;"5, -- . 
. thema; by the Counct] of: Trent Þ+. --\ 2 ing: FSef2s.. 
- "As much. is to; be faid concerning the Innovation of © 5%: 
; Worſhip to the Virgin Mary, of which we read nothing 
- ini Scripture ar:Aptiquity, unleſs.inwhat. was pradtifed 
-by'the!Hereticks,: (called Cd/yridiont in Epiphanius| , | Hereſ19. 
' that uſed to: carry about her Image, and offer Cakes and 
Worſhip to-it; - with whom thaft/ good Father thus 
..eticounters.; i /What Scripture - hath delivered: any ſuch © 
2 thing,.\&ce:. T,et: Mary be:4m bondurg but let.: the Father, 

. the' Son; aud the Holy G baſh be worſbippe; letzmo man: - 
-;wi@fhe Mary) 1 mobon 2 ods or toned on 9 


3. Communion in one Kind expreſly contrary to the 
:;Scripture, land-the: former pragtice of the-Romiſhþ Church. 
21The :farnter:; is: acknowledged by the Laouncil-:of Con- 
: lance}; whaitthey decried: w 
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ithial notwithſtanding Grit: * Seff, 13» 
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wet hn >been.notd- 


_ , -vidasdittuthervoſtheWorls. if cheir Chuiratbe-notindal- 


lible, mdcznhomorepenctrateims, orrcſolveand derer- 
'mine points of Faith 'than:another, they do dervive und 
Eo ion 
-DWwn,:and notot Chrifts, they wiurp upon hs F - 
-thvs. ' -If the Soriprures are "ac mgr hr 6 their Churgh 
is guilty of the danmation of all amongſt rhemſetves, 
that periſh'through the want of knowing and uhder- 
Nanding them; and of all the ignorance-in the Chriftian 
World, A — proce one! yr | ed 9—xr—e 

i : [Saimrand Angels, the Holt, and Relicles, 
wg Ctiriſtian Doftrine, 'and that theſe are no lawfull 
ObjeRs of ſuch Worſhip, then are Tdolaters. .. If 
Chriſtians are obligey-to partake-of. the 'Wine as well as 
the Bread: inthe-Lond'sSupperz then what are they that 
-deny-atid fobbi. ith" they that doe ſuchthings 


are no Friends to the Kingdom of Chriſt antithe\Qhzi- 


is 6; then we-wead:nor ſpend time in'difpuridg; _ 
| po- 
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(1) | 
Apotafie, Eterefie and Schifm is; upon which we may 
wh prov and ſubtilly;. or by which of them this 
Church is faln, as Toag\ as faln fhe is. But yet ty; clear 
the matter of alf wrangling Diſputes, 2 :ſhall conſider. 
tneie things aiio; and ſhew, | h 
Secondly, That the particulars ave very: fallacious ; 
which wil appear from the conſideration of the feve- 


_ ral Terms. 
1. off pure, oxcellent, flonriſbing Mather Church; 


of all which little'or nothing| is faid in the places of Serip- 
ture quoted by him in the Margin. If we confule the - 
Epiſtle to the Rowavs , there reterred to, we ſhall find; 
That it was fo- far from being at that time a flourifbing: 
Church, that it is there -not onee fo much as calked''a 
Church. 'The Apoſtle direfts two Epiſtles/to-the Church 
in Corinth, and two to the Church of the Theſſalogiave, 
2nd-one to the Churches of Galatia; but to the Rewans: 
he writes thus, Ch.r. v.7. Fo aff that be in Rome, be- 
loved of God, called tobe Saints; as if they were yerCon- 
verts at large, without any other-ifetled-Conlticusion, 
than what was in the-Houſfe of A4qzila, which he there-- 


meron, aware of it, thinks St. Pau! would-not call them 
a Church purpoſely, 4ecanſe- of the Fattions- that were- 
there at \ that time 'betwixt the 'Jews gnd Gentiles, - 
Tom. 13. in Rom. 1. dif. 71 $.2:99. col. 2. | 

| But if we ſhould grant it a Church; 'yet how doth: 
that, Rom. x. 8. prove that it was flouriſhing, when it's- 
onely ſaid there, Tozr Faith is. ſpoken: of throughout the - 
Kr World; and i» Ch. 16. wv. x9. (for I fi that 
is the other- place he would refer to) Tour obedience is : 
come abroad unto af Men; by which doubtleſs-no more is - 
to be underſtood, but that the Converſion-of- many to - 
COR in;that City was ſpread throughout the Ro- 
#an World; 'and did tend” much'to the propagation of - 
it as that:Ciry was then the Imperial-Seat, . . _ 


(12). 

This is the explication given of this place by ſome of 
their -own Writers, . viz. Rigaltins, in his Notes upon 
St: Cyprian, : Epiſt..'p. 78; and Toter, : who in. c. 1. ad 
Rom::Amot. 16. callit a true. Expofition, and faith it's 

to be underſtood as 1-Theſ. 1,861 1 on nf 
As for the Term Mother, I hope he means not that 
the Goſpel firſt came from thence ; for in that ſenſe ſhe 
was 2 Daughter, and not a Mother. And if any;Church 
could: pretenditoany. Authority:fram.thaticomfideration, 
it muſt be Fers/a/eow, whichrin' this ſenſe! was the Horher 
of us al. But-ifthe means thereby that ſhe was an Ori- 
ginal and Apoſtolical Church, planted by the Apoſtles, 
or: in-Apoſtolical —_—— ſo. ZTertulliay uſeth theſe 
Words -alike;-{ib. dt prefcript. xap. 21. when he calls 
themiMatrices:& Origenates:Ecdlefiz , and again Eecles 
free. Apaſtolicee ) then ſuch alſo was | Epheſus in Afr, and 
Corenth in' Achaia, &c.' as Tertullian there ſhews, c.32, 
ard 36.-of which Churches it- will:be hard for him to 
findDany thing remaining,..and which,” while :they--did 
reniain;ihe:muſt acknowledge to have; faln, and been 
grofly cortupted. -' Ant! therefore! Rome's being: a Mother 
Churetr, - in this-ſenſe,,. is no feobrity ancic Apoſtaſie, 

Heiefte: and Schiſm. LE CGE; is W5: 
,.2i Apoſtaſte,.. he Githz #\.a: revquncing not 'ovely. the 
 #aithuf Chriſt © but the'\.very.Name and Title. to Ghriftia- 
ity. This indeed 15s Apoſtafic with a: Witneſs; but as it 
1s no more than a Branch or particular. kind of it, ſo it 
can be no complete or true: definition of it. -..It' being 
juſt 2s.it heſhould- fay, that. Theft.'is the violent: and 
forcible. raking away of -another)}Mari's:Goods; . which 
indeed is.the higheſt: degree!of it, arid what we uſually 
call Robbery ;' but there are other forts of Theft. beſides; 
and though it be never ſo ſurreptitiouſly and clandeſtine- 
ly done, 1t is as well Theft, and a breach:of the Eighth 
Commandment-as the, other; - Sol,it; is:;1n .the.,preſent 
caie; the higheſt degree of Apoſtaſic-is @ renounciog the 
| very 
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very name of Chriſtian, the turning a Rexegado, a Turk, 
or Few: But that is Apoſtaſie alſo, when there is a de- 
parture from the Faith of Chriſt,” or from any great Ar-. 
ticle or Articles of it. And fo far a perſon may be tru- 
ly an Apoſtate,. and yet retain the Name and Title to 
Chriſtianity. 1 muſt confeſs, I always took thoſe to be 
Apoſtates, whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 1 77m. 4. r. 
that. depart from the Paith of Chriſt, . who yet ſeem to 
have continued in the profellion of it. . And.I am apt 
to believe Antichriſt will be thought an Apoſtate; and 
yet it's the opinion of many among themſelves, that he 
ſhall retain the name of Chriſtian. But if this will not 
doe, 'I muſt refer him to the Bu/a Cenye of Pope Paul 
the Fifth, where it's faid- in the firſt Article of it, Zx- 
communicamus, &c. We excommunicate and anathema- 
tiſe, &c. al Huſlites, Wickleviſts, Lutherans, Zuingli- 
ans, Calviniſts, Hugonots, Anabaptiſts, Trinitarians, 
& 4 Chriſtiana fide Apoſtatas, ac onmes & fingulos alios 
Hereticos , &c. and all Apoſtates from the Chriſtian 
Faith, and all other Hereticks, &c. which is doubtleſs 
ſpoken of ſuch as have not, nor are ſuppoſed to have 
renounced the Name and Title to Chriſtianity. . So that 
either the Pope in one of his moſt ſolenin Bulls is mi- 
ſtaken, - or this Gentleman: And-if we take to the for- 
mer, as IT hope he either in modeſty; or for a more im- 
portant reaſon which he is privy to, will allow, then 
the Church of Rome may be faln by Apoſtaſie, though 
ſhe doth retain thaName and Title, and will-needs i 
the onely Church of Chriſt. . | Cen 
3. Herefe, he faith, # an adhefron to ſome private.or 
ſingular Opinion or Errour in Faith, contrary to the gene- 
ral approved Dodtrine of the Church. Before we admit 
this Definition, there are a great many things to be 
conſidered; as firſt, that the relation which he makes 
Hereſie' to have to the Doctrine of the Church, is not 
C current 
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current amongſt themſelves. For-many of them do-fay, 
that Uoreſie © nihil aliud quam Brror in rebus fidei _ 
pertinacia, Herefie is nothing elſe than an Errour in the 
watters of Faith with obftinacy, as Sayrus acknowledgeth 
in his C/avi Sacerdotam, 4.2. c.9. #. 34. and Duraxd is 
of the ſame mind (notwithſtanding what Sayrw faith 
of him to the contrary ) as appears: 4, 4. dift. x3, Q. 5. 
where he makes the reſpe&t which Hereſie bath to. the 
Church, to be becauſe the Church is. conſtituted, per ani- 
tatem fidei , by the wnity of the Faith: So that accor- 
ding to theſe, the reſpect which Hereſic hath to the 
Ehurch,. is onely from the refpe& which the Church 
hath to the Faith:. And:to.find out what Hereſie is, we 
mult enquire not wheat. the Church is, but what is the 
TIDGE LS TELE 
fall by Heretie, t On INC May. Appro- 
ved Dodtrine of the 7c och But I doule if we Kula 
admit the whole, and: yet take it in'any fenſe.but one, 
wiz. for the general approved Dotrine- of the Church 
of Rome in the laft Ages of it, that we ſhall find her 
ilty in this point alſo. Shall the Church be taken for 
primitive Ehurch: three or four hundred years after 
our Saviour, then they gre guilty of Hereſie who will 
have the Pope to be Chriſt's Vicar, and- to have Jurif- 
dition over all Churches; that do maintainworſhipping 
of Images, Angels and Saints, to be lawfull and neceſia- 


x Gc. contrary to the general approved Doctrine of- 


ole Ages. Should we take the Church: 'for the 
Church Catholick. in any Age (as Cafſander doth, Gon- 
ſults Artic. 22.) that is, the Congregation of Chriſt's 
 faithfull people all over the World, then ſtill Rowe would 
fall into the fame condemnation, ſince that the is but a 
little part in compariſon of-the whole; Should. we take 
Church again for the Romiſh Church in the firſt Ages of 


% 


have 


Chriſtianity, . it would then alſo condemn. it ſelf, as1 


(35) 
have before ſhewnd. - And I ſee no way for them, even 
eddie to this definition, (which is perfe&ly one of 
their own making) to avoid this imputation, but by 
ſtifly maintaining,. that they thereby underſtand the 
Church of Rome for ſome Ages laſt paſt; if that will 
doe; and then we know where to find them, and what 
to underſtand when they talk of the Church. 

4 Schiſm, he ſaith, zs a departure from the Unity of 
the Church whereby the Band and Communion held with 
ſome former Church-is broken. This is as lame and falla- 
cious a definition as any of the reft. For by foiſting in 
that word Former , which he after runs upon, he re- 
rains it to one particular Branch of Schiſm; and its juſt 
as if he ſhould ſay, 4 Church is an Aſſembly of Chriſtians 
that join in Communion. with each other zn the City of 
Rome; which none will allow to be a ſufficient defini- 
tion of a Church: For that term added, Jv the City of 
Rome, doth no more than prove that the Aſſembly of 
Chriſtians there met is a Church; but is no definition 
of a Church; for then no Church could be 'out of the 
City of Rome, and every Church, if it be a Church, 
muſt be in that City, and no where elſe, if that be a 
true definition of it. So it is here, the word Former 
added to the definition of Schiſm here given, doth prove 
20 mare than that a departure from-the Upity of a.For- 
mer Church is a /pecies and fort af Schiſm, but is no ades 
quate definition of it. For if it is, -then'no Church can 
be guilty of Schiſm, that doth, 'how unwarrantably ſo- 
ever, refuſe.to hold -Communion- with, or doth break 
oft-from the Communion of! a Church, that was not _e 
Church before it. And conſequently ,. though: the 
Church of Fers/alew had denied to: hold Communion 
with any Church whatſoever, ew it were even 


NONE 


guilty of. Schiſm,. becauſe ſhe wes the firſt Church, and 
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fone Was prior-to her. And we alſo ſhould 'be- quit of 
that blame (if we had nothing elſe to lay for*our felves) 
foraſmuch as a Church was founded here in Britain 
two Years before that of Antioch ; and St. Peter was fe- 
ven years at Antioch before he prefided at Rome, as Ba- 
fonias faith, An. 35. Num. 5. and 4». 39. Numb. 23, 
from whom, and from which time they pretend alone 
to derive their Supremacy. | 
\ And now this will hold, although the Church thus 
ſeparated from had given no reaſon or colour at all for it. 
For according to the definition of our Authour, it muſt 
be a Former Church which the departure muſt be from 
to make it Schiſm. We may indeed ſay, that Schifm 
is when the Band or Communion held with any Church, 
is (without juſt reaſon) broken and diſſolved; becauſe all 
Chriſtian Ghurches ought to maintain Communion with 
each other, where it may be had: But if ſo, then the 
Church of Rome is the moſt Schiſmatical in the World, 
that denies Communion with all Churches that are not 
in all 7ridestine points one with her. | 

If you now, Sir, refle& upon his Scheme and frame 
of Arguments, you will ſee that they hold in nothing 
which he produceth them for. 

For what will it fignifie, if it be granted that the 
Church of Rowe was once'a moſt pure, flouriſhing 
Church, if ſhe be now abominably corrupted» What 
if ſhe was a Mother Church: planted by the Apoſtles, 
and watered with 'their Do&rine, and their Bloud, 
when ſhe now preacheth another Dottrine than ſhe 
was taught by them, -and hath groſly corrupted that 
Faith' which they did there eſtabliſh » What if ſhe was 
a Mother-Church to ſome other Churches, yet, that as 
it gives her no Authority over thoſe whom ſhe was not 
1a any ſenſe a Mother to, ſo even not over fuch as ſhe 
might pretend that Relation! to, when ſhe 'is now. not 
h to 
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' to be approached to, or held Communion with, with- 


out apparent hazard of Salvation; and is faln from 
thoſe Principles and that Faith. which ſhe at their firſt 


-converfion. inſtructed them-in 2 When ſhe is. faln by 


Apoſtaſie,: Hereſfie and Schiſm. 


_ - By Apoſtaſie, as- ſhe hath forſaken the Primitive 
Church, and is not now what ſhe originally was, either 


in Faith or Manners. : 
By Hereſie, as ſhe hath received new Articles of Faith, 


that were not ſuch before; and ſo obſtinately perſiſted 
therein, that ſhe hath turned the Anathema-upon all Di(- 


ſenters in thoſe points from her. Such Articles ſhe hath 
embraced, and doth now hold, as have been condemned 
by Councils, wrote againſt by Fathers, and reproved by. 
Authority. 

Some of theſe ſhe was particularly charged with, and 
reproved for; and in others ſhe is as much concerned, 
as if particularly charged , becauſe ſhe hath embraced - 
thoſe things which were by them :condemned.. For if 
the things and principles were condemned, whoever holds - 
them is as much ſo- condemned by-that Authority, as if 
particularly named. As they will acknowledge, that if 
a Church now in Communion with them ſhould fall off 


from them , ſhe is thereby-as much under the Anathe- 
ma of the Council of Trent, as if ſhe had at the meeting , 


of that Council been ſo far faulty, and thereby been 
particularly condemned. 

By Schiſm ſhe is faln, as ſhe denies Communion with : 
all other Churches in the World, whether they were fo 
before ſhe was a Church, or were Churches converted 
and eſtabliſhed at the ſame time with her, or that have 
embraced the Chriſtian - Faith ſince ſhe did. The- 
company of ſuch ſhe hath left: From theſe Bodies ſhe 
is-gone forth: And theſe were the true Churches which 
ſhe forſook. So that ſhe will be found as often guilty of 


Apo-- 
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Apoftafie: as there are. patticulacs of Faith, Dodtrine; 
'Worſhip and Manners, which the is fala from the Pri- 
mitive Church in. As often'of Hereſie, as ſhe hath 
new Principles of Faith,. and which the Church was not 
then acquainted with. As often. of Schifm, as there are 
Churches in the World, that ſhe will not hold Commu- 
nion with, onely becauſe they will not embrace thoſe 
- Principles, or join with her in thoſe praftices which the 

holds contrary'to them, and with them to the Primitive 

Church... Gi.oft i220) 1 L239 0907 1811 
. And thus; Sir, 1/have made good, I hope, 'what 1 
firſt undertook, and if thereby any ſervice can be done 
to you or our Religion, it will be a great ſatisfattion to, 


-— EV, 


? 


Tour Servavt. 


